
Rules of Intestacy – Who will inherit? 

 

 

Are you married or in a civil partnership? 

Spouse survived by 28 days? 

Do you have children? 

Your partner will receive:  
• the first £322,000 of the estate 
• Personal possessions 
• Half of the remaining estate 

Children (at 18 years old) get: 
• Half of the remaining estate in 

equal shares 
• If there are no surviving children, 

their children (your 
grandchildren) will inherit in their 
place 

• If there are no surviving 
grandchildren, it is passed to 
great-grandchildren. 

• If none of these are available, 
your partner will receive 
everything. 

Everything goes 
to your spouse 

Survived by children, 
grandchildren or great 

grandchildren? 

*Shared equally between your children.  If there are 
no children, it is passed onto living grand-children. If 
there are no surviving grandchildren, it is passed to 
great grand-children.  If none of these are available, 

the intestacy rules move onto living parents. 

Do you have living parents? 

The estate is shared equally 
between your parents if both 

survive, or surviving one takes all. 

Do you have 
brothers or 

sisters? 

The estate is shared equally between them 
or if deceased, their children, nieces and 

nephews will inherit. 

Do you have half brothers 
or sisters? 

The estate is shared equally between 
them or if deceased, their children, 

nieces and nephews will inherit. 

Do you have living grandparents? The estate is shared equally between 
living grandparents 

Do you have aunts and uncles? The estate is shared equally between them 
or if deceased, their children (cousins of 

deceased) will inherit.  

Do you have half aunts and uncles? 

The estate will be passed to the Crown 

The estate is shared equally between them 
or if deceased their children (cousins of 

deceased) will inherit.  
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IMPORTANT: 

*Children of the deceased 
include illegitimate and 

adopted children but not step-
children. 

If any children have 
predeceased, their issue will be 

entitled to the share that their 
parent would have taken had 

they survived. 

 


